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__________________________________________ 
We all know what happened: the decriminalization of abortion in 1969 didn’t accomplish much 

and it wasn’t until the Supreme Court of Canada declared the Criminal Code regime 

unconstitutional in the 1988 decision in Morgentaler that things changed for the better. The talk 

seeks to complicate the story by considering the impacts of these key moments in the legal 

history of abortion in Canada as they emerge from the historical record. I argue that important 

insights for the present and future of reproductive justice in Canada can be gleaned from 

revisiting this history as regards barriers to access and how they might be overcome.  

 

 


